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Situat aproape de granita de vest, Aradul este unul din marile orase ale Romaniei, un
vechi centru industrial si cultural.

Trecutul sdu indepirtat este prea putin cunoscut. in Evul Mediu, a fost o modesti
asezare romaneascd rurald, aflatd in stapanirea puternicei abatii benedictine de la Orod
(localitate care a existat pana inanul 1551, la 12 km spre est de Arad, azi, comuna Vladimirescu).
Aradul este mentionat ca localitate distincta abia in 1431, cand avea un rang de targ. A dobandit
o0 oarecare importanta incepand cu anul 1551, cand turcii il cuceresc si construiesc o cetate, langa
raul Mures, instaland aici sediul unei unitati administrative otomane (,,sangeac”). Intre anii 1595-1613,
intr-un scurt ,,intermezzo”, Aradul a trecut in stapanirea principilor Transilvaniei. Recucerindu-1,
turcii reconstruiesc cetatea si dau curs unei vieti normale si relativ prospere. Targuri-
le sale, care adunau multimi de oameni, au prefigurat rolul pe care il va juca Aradul in
schimbul de produse din vasta campie a Muresului, Crisurilor si zona muntoasa din est.

Dezvoltarea sa, ca orag de tip occidental, a Inceput in primele decenii ale secolului al
XVIlI-lea, odatd cu instaurarea stapanirii §i administratiei austriece. Dupa alungarea turcilor,
austriecii construiesc o noua cetate, (1698—1701). Ei vor ridica o a doua cetate, in stil Vauban
(1763-1783), extinzand orasul spre nord si asezand aici un numar mare de colonisti (in spe-
cial mestesugari), proveniti din diverse zone ale Imperiului Habsburgic. Alaturi de acestia — si
desigur, alaturi de masa romanilor bastinasi — se ageaza o populatie venitd din Balcani, in
mare parte sarbi. S-a constituit astfel o lume pestrita, plurietnica, pluriconfesionala si plu-
riculturald extrem de interesanta. Pana la jumatatea secolului al XIX-lea,

Arad,ul va evolua ca un centru mestesugaresc si comercial, avand insa si un mare sec-
tor agricol. In ultimele trei decenii ale secolului al XIX-lea si inceputul celui urmator, el a
trecut intr-o noud etapd, determinatid de dezvoltarea capitalismului si a marii industrii. in
plan urbanistic, avantul economic al oragului a generat o adevarata explozie constructiva.
Principalele edificii publice au aparut in aceastd perioada. Pe plan national, Aradul a de-
venit un centru important al migcarii pentru unirea romanilor din Imperiul Austro-Ungar
cu Regatul Romaniei. Dupa unirea de la 1 Decembrie 1918, el a continuat sd se dezvolte
economic, ajungand unul dintre cele mai puternice orase industriale ale tarii. Din nefericire,
a urmat lunga perioada comunistd. Cresterea demografica exageratd, datorata noilor fa-
brici construite in acest timp, a condus la crearea ,cartierelor de blocuri” uniforme.

Totusi, Aradul nu si-a pierdut personalitatea, zona centrala ramanand aproape neat-
insd. Multimea palatelor, adevarate perle urbanistice ale bulevardului central si ale zonelor
invecinate, justifica pe deplin sintagma ,,Arad-orasul palatelor”.



Situated next to the western border, Arad is one of the big cities of Romania,
an ancient industrial and cultural centre.

Its far past is little known. During the Middle Ages, it was a modest, ru-
ral, Romanian settlement, under the rule of the strong Benedictine Abbey of Orod
(a habitation which existed until 1551, at 12 km east of Arad, nowadays, Vladimi-
rescu village). Arad is mentioned as a distinct locality only in 1431, when it po-
sessed a fair place. It received certain importance beginning with the year 1551,
when it is conquered by the Turks, which build a citadel next to the Mures river, ins-
talling here the headquarters of an Ottoman administrative unit (a “sangeac”). Bet-
ween 1595-1613, in a short intermezzo, Arad passed under the rule of the prin-
ces of Transylvania. Reconquering it, the Turks rebuilt the citadel and give course
to a normal and relatively prosperous life. Its fairs, gathering great crowds of
people, anticipated its part to be played in the exchange of goods in the vast plain of
the Mures, the Cris rivers and the mountainous area to the east.

Its development as a western type of city begun in the first decades of the 18"
century, with the Austrian rule and administration. After chasing the Turks, Aus-
trians build a new citadel, 1698—1701. They will erect a second one in Vauban style, (1763—
1783), extending the city to the north and bringing here a great number of settlers (mostly
craftsmen) brought from various zones of the Hapsburg empire. Together with them — and, of
course, next to the mass of the native Romanians — a population come from the Balkans sett-
les, for the most part, Serbians. A plural, pluri-ethnic, multi-confessional and multi-cultural
world was thus built. Until the mid-nineteenth century, Arad will grow as a craftsmanship
and commercial centre, having nevertheless a significant agricultural district. During the last
three decades of the 19" century and the beginning of the next one, it entered a new stage,
determined by the development of capitalism and big industry. On the level of urbanism,
the economic opening of the city generated a real building burst. It is during this period that
main public buildings were erected. At national level, Arad became an important centre of the
movement for the union of the Romanians from the Austro-Hungarian Empire with the King-
dom of Romania. After the 15* December 1918 Union, it continued its economic deve-lop-
ment, becoming one of the most powerful industrial cities of the country. Unfortunately, the
long communist period followed. The exaggerated demographic rise, due to the new factories
built in the meantime, lead to the creation of the monotone “blocks of flats” neighbourhoods.

Nevertheless, Arad didn’t lose its character, because the downtown remained almost un-
touched. The great number of palaces, real urbanistic jewels of the central boulevard and its
neighbouring areas, make full justice to the Arad, the city of palaces phrase.



1. Aradul in a doua jumatate a secolului XVIII si inceputul secolului XIX (gravura din 1815).
in stanga: stema din 1702, cand Aradul a devenit ,,oras cameral”. Daeasupra stemei: Primaria veche,
cu turnul din anii 1769-1770. In centru, sus: cetatea noud austriacd (existenta azi), construita intre
anii 1763-1783 si biserica baroca din interior. Sub aceasta: Biserica Ortodoxa Romana ,,Sf. Ioan
Botezatorul”, Catedrala Aradului, construitd in anul 1790 (pe locul actualului liceu ,,Moise Nicoara”™).

Arad during the second half of the 18™ century and the beginning of the 19" century (1815 etching).
To the left: the 1702 emblem, when Arad became ,,chamber town”. Above it: the old Town Hall, with
its tower, dating from 1769-1770. Center, above: the new Austrian citadel (still extant today), built
between 1769-1783 and its inner baroque church. Below: The Romanian orthodox church ,,St. John
the Baptist”, the Arad cathedral, built in 1790 (on the place of today’s ,,Moise Nicoara” high-school).



3. Palatul Administrativ (Primaria) a fost construit intre anii 1872-1874,
in stil neorenascentist (inaugurat la 10 ianuarie 1877).

The Administrative Palace (Town Hall) was built during 1872-1874,
in Neo-Renaissance style (inaugurated on the 10" of January 1877).

4. Palatul Administrativ - Casa scarilor, restaurata in perioada 2010-2012

Administrative Palace - The staircase, restored in 2010-2012



26. Palatul Bohus,
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25. Vechea Prefecturd a Aradului, construita intre anii 1870 si 1871, in stil neoclasic

The old Arad Prefecture, built between 1870 and 1871, in Neo-Classical style

cea mai impunatoare cons-
tructie in stil secession din
Arad. A fost ridicat n anul
1912 de arh. Ludovic Szantay.

Bohus Palace,

the most imposing building
in secession style. It was
built in 1912 by architect
Ludovic Szantay.




27. Teatrul de Stat, construit intre anii 1872 si 1874, in stil neoclasic si refacut intre anii 1957 si 1960,
cand i s-a adaugat frontonul (sculptura de loan Tolan)

State Theatre, built between 1872 and 1874, in the Neo-classical style and rebuilt between 1957 and
1960, when the pediment was added (sculpture by Toan Tolan)

28. Hotelul ,,Ardealul” (fost ,,Crucea Alba”), construit in 1841 in stil neoclasic, pe locul unui vechi han
si al statiei de postalioane. Avea o sald de festivitati, in care au concertat Franz Liszt, Johann Strauss-
fiul, Johannes Brahms, Pablo Casals si altii. Aici au fost gazduite mari personalitdti care au vizitat
Aradul: L.L. Caragiale, Nicolae lorga, George Cosbuc, Octavian Goga, Ady Endre, Moéricz Zsigmond

The ,,Ardealul” Hotel (formerly ,,The White Cross”), built in 1841 in the Neo-classical style, on the
place of an old inn and stagecoach station. It had a festivities hall where concertos starring Franz
Liszt, Johann Strauss-son, Johannes Brahms, Pablo Casals and others were held. Here, too were
acommodated great personalities having visited Arad: I.L. Caragiale, N. lorga, G. Cosbuc, O.Goga,
Ady Endre, Moéricz Zsigmond
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41.

42.

Strada Closca nr. 14, un exemplar
stralucit al stilului secession al
Aradului.

Closca street, number 14, a bright
example of Arad Secession style

Palatul Barabas Béla, in stil
arhitectural secession construit in
anul 1907.

Arhitect Milan Tabakovici.

(Str. N. Grigorescu colt cu Bd.
Vasile Milea)

The Barabas Béla Palace, built in
secession architectural style,1907.
Arch. Milan Tabakovici.

(N. Grigorescu street, corner with
Vasile Milea Blv.)
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Legenda - Legend
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. Palatul Administrativ — Arad City Hall

. Palatul Neumann — Neumann Palace

. Muzeul Judetean — County Museum

. Muzeul de Arta si Biblioteca Judeteana — Art Museum and County Library

. Palatul Cultural — Cultural Palace

. Teatrul Clasic ,,loan Slavici” — Theatre Clasic ,,Iloan Slavici”

. Palatul Kovacs — Kovacs Palace

. Piata Avram lancu — Avram Iancu Square

. Catedrala Ortodoxa — Orthodox Cathedral

. Catedrala Catolica — Catholic Cathedral

. Biserica Sarbeasca si Palatul Sarbesc — Serbian Church & The Serbian Palace
. Palatul Nadasdi — Nadasdi Palace

. Biserica Rosie — Red Church

. Strandul Neptun — Neptun Recreational Area

. Cetatea Aradului — Arad Fortress

. Palatul de Finante — Financial Palace

. Vechea Prefectura a Aradului — The old Arad Prefecture

. Colegiul National ,,Moise Nicoara” — National Highschool ,,Moise Nicoara ”
. Palatul Cenad — Cenad Palace

. Palatul Bancii Nationale — National Bank Palace

. Palatul Bohus — Bohus Palace

. Biserica Reformata — Calvinist Church

. Palatul Szantay — Szantay Palace

. Palatul Andrényi — Andrényi Palace

. Casa Szab6 — Szabé House

. Hotel Ardealul — The Ardealul Hotel

. Palatul Hermann — Hermann Palace

. Casa cu lacat - The padlocked house

. Fostul Hotel ,,Central” — Old Hotel ,,Central”

. Colegiul National ,,Elena Ghiba Birta” —,,Elena ghiba Birta” National College
. Palatul Suciu — Suciu Palace

. Palatul de Justitie — Justice Palace

. Turnul de apa — The Water Tower

. Resedinta Episcopiei Ortodoxe Romane — Ortodox Romanian Bishop’s Palace
. Vechea Catedrala Ortodoxa — The old Orthodox Cathedral






